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HONORARY MEMBER 
Carl H. Swanson 
Carl H. Swanson of Bellevue was elected an Honorary Member of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at the 1973 annual meeting in Halsey. 
Mr. Swanson has been a consistent and valued contributor to the occur-
rence reports, and many of the records shown in the Douglas-Sarpy column 
of the occurrence reports are his. The more noteworthy and unusual of his 
observations have appeared in the "Notes". Mo,st of his observations are made 
near his home or in Fontenelle Forest, which is just north of Bellevue. 
He reaches a wider audience with his letters to the Public Pulse of the 
Omaha World-Herald. These are not restricted to comments on birds, but in-
clude other nature topics as well. Once, after he had mentioned a book in one 
of his letters, a Lincoln store reported it immediately sold out of the book and 
had to order more. He has also published several collections of essays and of 
his lettNs to the Public Pulse. 
Several years ago, when he felt that the Omaha Bird Club and the Fon-
tenelle Forest Nature Center were not scheduling enough bird walks he an-
nounced his own schedule of hikes to be led by him. He acquired a tape re-
corder and began recording bird calls on his walks, and with the help of these 
tapes holds classes in the recognition of bird calls. 
Mr. Swanson was born about the turn of the century, and was raised on 
a farm near Stanton, Iowa. He studied to be a missionary, but decided that he 
had too great a dislike of public speaking to be good at it, and gave it up. 
(This dislike is still with him; shortly after he got his tape recorder he re-
corded a talk on it in private and then played the tape to a meeting rather 
than speaking himself, although he did talk to the group before and after the 
recordil)g.) He learned Swedish at an early age, and before he had the tape 
recorder to capture bird songs he used to make his notations on birds songs 
in Swedish. (Another birder complained that no wonder Swanson was so 
good at recognizing bird songs, since the birds sang in Swedish which Swan-
son understood and he didn't.) 
After a few years in the conventional world Mr. Swanson gave it up to 
follow his own interests. He had a small house in northwestern Omaha and 
spent most of his time studying nature and writing about it. He supported 
himself by giving guitar and mandolin lessons, raising and selling raspbeT-
ries, and by yard work. When the city crowded in too close he built his pre-
sent home in Bellevue, in the bluffs on the east side of the city, where there 
is slight chance that the city will encroach further on him. He still does some 
yard work to supplement his Social Security pension. But mostly he observes, 
studies, and writes about nature. 
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THE SEVENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 
The weekend of 12 and 13 May 1973 was a beautiful one - reportedly 
the first nice one this year - at Halsey National Forest, with pleasant, 
sunny days and clear, cool nights. And it was taken full advantage of by 
the seventy-odd people who attended the Seventy-second Annual Meeting at 
the 4-H Camp there. The program and the business session were held in the 
late forenoon and in the afternoon of 12 May to give more time for birding, 
and the time was well employed. The grouse blinds had capacity crowds both 
mornings and all those who wanted to see the Sharp-tailed Grouse perform 
were able to see good shows. The formal program consisted of: 
Platte River Basin Study - Carroll M. Hamon, Lincoln, Chairman of the 
Planning Board, and Study Director 
Galapagos Islands - Doris B. Gates, Chadron 
Wildflowers -- Dr. R. C. Lommasson, Lincoln 
Colorado Flicker Controversy - Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln 
Alaska - Zee Uridil, Chadron 
At the business meeting Carl H. Swanson, Omaha, was elected an Honorary 
Member, and the following officers were elected: C. W. Huntley, Crete, 
president; Miss Margaret Morton, North Platte, vice-president; Mrs. Clyde 
Johnson, Omaha secretary; Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, treasurer; 
Dr. Neva Pruess, Lincoln, librarian; and R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha, editor. 
After the dinner that night Dr. Paul A. Johnsgard, Lincoln, gave an illu-
strated talk on Snow Geese. Four paintings by C. G. Pritchard, Lincoln, for 
Dr. Johnsgard's book "Grouse and Quails of North America" were on display, 
as were stamps with bird illustrations provided by Dr. Pruess. 
Ninety-nine species were recorded on or close to the Forest (this would 
be increased if any of the unidentified Empidonax species seen had been 
identified as one of the unreported species), and fifteen others (marked *) 
were added by a party that went north to Hackberry Lake on Valentine 
Refuge. (Old names are shown in parenthesis where they differ materially 
from the new names.) Western* and Pied billed* Grebes, Great Blue Heron, 
Canada Goose", Mallard Gadwall*, Pintail''', American Green-winged" and 
Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler", Canvasback, Lesser Scaup", Buffle-
head*, Turkey Vulture; Red-tailed, Swainson's, and Marsh Hawks; Prairie 
Falcon, American Kestrel (Sparrow Hawk), Greater Prairie Chicken, Sharp-
tailed Grouse, Bobwhite, Ring-necked Pheasant, Virginia Rail*, American 
Coot*, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew", Upland Sand-
piper (Upland Plover); Spotted, Pectoral, Baird's, and Least Sandpipers·; 
Wilson's Phalarope"; Common" and Black Terns; Rock and Mourning Doves; 
Great Horned and Burrowing Owls; Poor-will, Chimney Swift, Belted King-
fisher, Common Flicker; Red-headed, Hairy, and Downy Woodpeckers; East-
ern and Western Kingbirds, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe; Ye1-
low-bellied and Least Flycatchers; Empidonax species, Horned Lark; Tree", 
Bank, Rough-winged, Barn, and Cliff Swallows; Blue Jay, Black-billed Mag-
pie, Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Brown Thrasher, American Robin; Swainson's and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes; Eastern Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Loggerhead Shrike, 
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Starling; Bell's and Warbling Vireos; Black-and-white, Tennessee, Orange-
crowned, Yellow, Yellow-rumped (Myrtle), and Blackpoll Warblers; Oven-
bird, Louisana \Vaterthrush, Mourning Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Yellow-breasted Chat,Wilson's Warbler, American Redstart, House Spar-
row, Western Meadowlark; Yellow-headed" and Red-winged Blackbirds; 
Orchard and Northern (Baltimore) Orioles; Common Grackle, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Cardinal; Rose-breasted, Black-headed, Blue, and Evening Gros-
beaks; Fine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Rudus-sided Towhee, Lark Bunting; 
Grasshopper, Vesper, Lark, Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Harris', White-
crowned, White-throated, and Lincoln's Sparrows. 
And an unexpected animal was the porcupine seen near the Dismal River. 
THE YELLOW RAIL IN NEBRASKA 
A Recent Lancaster County Record 
The Yellow Rail (Collrnicops noveboracensis) is an extremely shy 
bird, very seldom observed and considered rare throughout its range in 
the United States (Robbins et al., 1966). In Nebraska it is noted to be" a 
"rare or generally overlooked migrant" which is "known only from the 
easte-rn part of the state" (Rapp et al., 1958). The purpose of this paper 
is to document a recent observation of the Yellow Rail in the state and 
to provide a review of past records which have come to be scattered in 
journals, books, and museums not readily accessible to everyone with an in-
terest in learning more about the distribution of birds in their state. Addi-
tionally, it is hoped that such a review will stimulate others to publish 
their observations on this little known species and to search for it in fu-
ture birding trips. 
On 11 June 1972 I discovered a Yellow Rail in southeastern Nebraska, 
(NW %, Section 7, T-7N, R-6E, Lancaster County) about 12 miles south-
west of Lincoln. This area includes a cattail marsh and wet meadow on 
the south end of a small farm impoundment. The very small rail flushed 
only a few feet from me and settled into the vegetation about 25 yards 
away. The white patches of the wings were clearly visible and the buffy 
yellow color of the back was broken with black stripes. I recognized the 
species immediately because of previous experience with Yellow Rails on 
their breeding grounds in North Dakota. I was surprised that the rail had 
flushed because they usually run through the marsh vegetation rather 
than fly over it. I was even more surprised to find a Yellow Rail, especially 
at this late date, because they are not considered to breed in Nebraska. 
Somewhat excited over the prospects of finding a new breeding bird, I 
searched the marsh and surrunding meadow for nearly two hours; without 
finding any evidence of nesting and without seeing the rail again. In a 
return visit to this marsh the following morning I attempted to bring the 
rail into the open to photograph it, using a tape recording of the species 
calls, but without success. Repeated searches for a nest proved to be futile. 
In reviewing the literature for past records of the Yellow Rail in 
Nebraska I found that many of the observations were made in the early 
1900's and that subsequent reports have been widely separated. Lawrence 
Bruner (1896) discovered the Yellow Rail once in Bellevue (date un-
known) and saw it once prior to 1900 (date unknown) in the Omaha 
market. Bruner et al. (1904) note that a specimen of this species was taken 
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at Norfolk (date not given) and was in the collection of L. Sessions of 
Norfolk. John T. Zimmer observed a Yellow Rail at Lincoln on 30 April 
1909 (Zimmer, 1910) and presumably it is this record which is given in 
Bent (1926). H. C. Oberholser observed a single bird of this species in the 
marsh on the north shore of Pelican Lake, Cherry County on 10 June 1915 
and he noted that the lateness of the date indicated that "the species may 
possibly once in awhile remain to breed in sandhill country" (Oberholser and 
McAtee, 1920). Rapp (1951) gives only one record for the period 1925 to 
1950, that of a bird observed in the vicinity of Omaha on 3 May 1927, 
(Mitchell, 1927). It wasn't until 9 May 1954 that another Yellow Rail was 
observed. It was seen in Brule, Keith County along a small channel of the 
South Platte River which contained a number of beaver dams (BenckeseT, 
1955). The next observation of a Yellow Rail came in 1958 from Platte 
County where Mrs. J. R. Armstrong saw a bird on 26 April (NBR 26:55). 
It was observed along the bank of a marshy area on the south side of 
Lake Babcock, about three miles north of Columbus (Mrs. Armstrong, 
pers. comm). To my knowledge there have been no published records of 
the Yellow Rail in Nebraska since 1958, although a bird was discovered 
at Lake Manawa in Iowa (across the state line from BeIlevue) on 8 May 
1971 (NBR 39: 57). There have been no records for Lancaster County 
since 1909. There are two specimens of the Yellow Rail in the University 
of Nebraska State Museum but only one of these can safely be assumed 
to be a Nebraska bird. It is an adult female collected by John T. Zimmer 
in South Bend, Cass County on 8 May 1909 (ZM # 12604). 
With observations so widely separated it is difficult to determine the 
distribution and status of his rail. It is also difficult to pick out any pat-
tern to its migration when so few records exist. There are records in 
the spring from 26 April to 11 June with two for April, four for May, 
and two for June. Fall migration largely remains a mystery because no 
records can be found for this period. In Kansas they have been recorded 
in early October (Johnston, 1965) and in Iowa they have been recorded 
in August and September (DuMont, 1933). Further elaboration on migra-
tion deserves more observations than are presently available. 
Several other interesting things have come out of this review. The dis-
tribution of records for the Yellow Rail in Nebraska (Fig. I) shows that 
this species can be expected over a greater portion of the state than just 
the eastern part suggsted by Rapp et al. (1958). The record from Brule 
may indicate that this rail should be looked for in such wetland habitats 
as those found in Sheridan, Grant, and Garden Counties, as well as in 
the eastern counties. 
The question also remains as to whether or not the Yellow Rail breeds 
in Nebraska. Although this appears doubtful from looking at its known 
breeding range, which extends southward only as far as North Dakota, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin etc. (A.O.U., 1957), there are now two June records 
for Nebraska. Several observations in surrounding states support the view 
that Nebraska may lie within the breeding range of the Yellow Rail. 
Packard's record for south central South Dakota may represent a breeding 
bird and the Yellow Rail is considered a summer resident of southeastern 
South Dakota (S.D.O.U., 1956). Bent (op cit) notes that summer oc-
curences in Missouri; Lawrence, Kansas; and Barr Lake, Colorado may 
possibly indicate breeding birds. At the rate which state records for this 
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species are accumulating it may be some time before we learn if the Yel-
low Rail does in fact nest in Nebraska. 
Certainly a shift in concentration of effort by birders to wetland 
habitat types would help us learn more about this elusive little rail. Such 
efforts in spring and 'autumn would undoubtedly produce enough records 
of this species to at least form a good picture of its migratory patterns 
in the state. 
My thanks to Ray Goldstein for supplying the data on the Yellow Rail 
specimen found in the collection of the University of Nebraska State Museu 
Museum. 
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1972 (FIFTEENTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 
Two hundred and fifty-eight species are shown in this report, com-
pared to 255 in 1971, 262 in 1970, 252 in 1969, and 239 in 1968. Two exotics 
(Monk Parakeets NBR 41 :15, and Red-crested Cardinal, see Notes in this 
issue) and two accidentals (Varied Thrush, N BR 41: 20, and' Boreal Chicka-
dee, see Notes in this issue) are not included in the tabulation. If any of 
the Empidonax sp. had been identified as one not listed the count would 
have been greater. On the other hand, if the changes given in the Thirty-
second Supplement to The A. O. U. Check-list of North American Birds, 
Fifth Edition had been used the count would have been reduced. These 
changes will be used in future Occurrence Reports, but the year 1972 is 
completed on the old basis. 
The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) 
order, with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost 
first (left). Two dates indicate the first and last records during the period. 
In some cases, where the exact dates were not given, only the month is shown 
(or, in a few cases, only the season is designed). The symbols used are: 
Jl, Au, Sp, 0, N. and D for the months. 
S - to indicate a species which arrived before July 1. 
- W to indicate a species which remained after December 31. 
P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly between periods. (S - W also indicates much the same thing, but 
is used' in cases which are considered special circumstances, rather than a 
normal pattern). 
The reporting locations, contributors, and special comments are: 
Ad,ams, Hastings and Kenesaw, 135 species, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey, reporter, 
Mrs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Eldon Percival, David Rose, Robert Spicknell, Elwin 
Turner, Harold Turner, Bernice Welch. A nurse at Good Samaritan Village 
reported to Mrs. A. M. Jones that she saw Woodcocks, and checked with Mrs. 
J ones on the markings. Harold Turner saw a Hermit Thrush in October or 
November - the notation as to the exact date has been lost. In the latter 
part of October the Robert Marshes observed a flock of fifteen or twenty 
Eastern Bluebirds in their yard in the east part of Hastings but the birds 
didn't stay long enough for them to notify any Brooking Bird Club members. 
On 10 December Burton Nelson was notified' of an unusual bird sitting on the 
railroad track on South Street. He identified it as an immature Black-crowned 
Night Heron. The YeIlow-bellied Sapsucker is a rare winter visitor, but one 
male stayed in a yard for some time, enjoying the fruit of a flowering crab 
apple tree. A female came to a suet feeder on two days. A Blue Grosbeak 
nested in the Rose's yard in the west part of town, but the nest was broken 
up, probably by a cat. Mr. Rose, Fed~ral Wetlands Manager for the area, 
commented that there were a hundred or more Pied-billed Grebes at Harvard 
Marsh in mid-October, largely due to the abundant minnow supply. There 
were more Common Snipe at Harvard Marsh and County Line Marsh this fall 
than in the six years he has been in the state, and more Common Egrets and 
Little Blue Herons this fall. He assumes this was due to the marsh having 
a good supply of water all summer (six feet deep at times) and producing 
many minnows, frogs, and salamanders. This is the first time in three years 
he has not seen Bald Eagles in fall migration. 
-Text continued on page 40 
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Scotts Per- lkPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy rnaha 
Common Loon N 5 0 15 
N 30 
Red-necked Grebe Sp 30 
Ho rned Grebe N 5 N 6 
N 24 
Eared Grebe S 
Western Grebe Sp 24 S - Sp 30 
0 7 Sp 10 
Pied-billed Grebe Sp 3 Au 9 Jl 16 Au 3 
0 26 0 28 N 8 N 24 
\fui te Pelican 0 Sp 30 
0 6 
Double-cres ted Jl 8 Sp 8 Sp 21 
Cormorant 0 7 0 24 0 13 
Great Blue Heron S - Jl 8 S - Sp 2 Jl 23 Jl 23 S - S -
Sp 16 Sp Sp 5 0 29 D 1 0 21 Au 5 
Green Heron Jl 5 Au 2 S - S -
Au 9 Sp 13 Sp 23 
Little Blue Heron Au 21 Jl 17 
Au 29 Sp 5 
Cattle Egret 0 
Cowman Egret 0 21 Au 4 
Au 26 
Black-crovmed Nil:;ht Heron - Jl 26 0 14 Au 19 
American Bittern N 
Canada Goose N 2 D Au 5 0 15 
- VI - H N 5 N 20 
Hhite-fronted Goose 0 26 o 8 
0 28 
Snow Goose 0 19 Sp 25 0 7 
0 29 D 2 N 20 
Blue Goose 0 19 Sp 25 0 7 
0 29 D 2 N 20 
Mallard P Jl 1 P S - P S - Sp 5 
D 16 - IV D 1 
Gadvlall Jl 8 S - 0 1 0 15 
N 24 D 3 N 4 
Pintail Sp 5 S S - Sp 30 
0 7 N 24 N 26 
Green-winged Teal Sp 3 0 29 Jl 5 Sp 30 
0 29 N 15 N 8 0 15 
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Scotts Per- I1cPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
Blue-<1inged Teal Jl 27 S S - S - Au 12 
0 7 0 22 0 19 Sp 29 
Cinnamon Teal Sp 5 
American Widgeon 0 o 22 Sp 13 0 8 
0 27 0 21 
Shoveler N 10 S S - S - 0 21 
0 20 0 27 
Wood Duck Jl S - Jl 23 S - Jl 3 
0 3 0 12 o 21 0 20 
Redhead 0 12 Sp 30 Au 6 
N 5 N 11 
Ring-necked Duck o 7 0 8 N 11 
Canvasback 0 19 0 15 
0 21 
Lesser Scaup N N 18 0 19 0 15 
II 8 N 26 
Common Goldeneye N 23 
Bufflehead 0 19 N 18 
N 10 N 24 
Whi te-winged Scoter o 20 N 5 
Ruddy Duck S - Sp 30 0 21 
Sp 10 N 8 D 2 
Hooded Merganser D 9 N 18 
D 2 
COMmon Merganser D 29 0 19 D 2 
Turkey Vulture Sp 26 Sp 26 Jl 3 
0 20 Sp 30 
Go sh a<1k N 2 
Sharp-shinned Hawk Sp 8 0 14 Sp 9 
D 12 Sp 24 
Cooper's I-Iavlk Sp 25 D 15 
D 16 D 16 
Red-tailed Hawk P Jl 8 Sp 23 P P P P P P 
N 11 
Broad-winged Hawk S -
Jl 12 
Swainson' 5 Ha\vk Jl 25 S - S - S - Jl 16 
Sp 14 Sp 23 N 0 15 
Rough-legged Hawk N 19 0 21 
- W - W 
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Scotts Per- HcPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy rnaha 
Ferruginous Hawk N 25 
Golden Eagle D D 16 
Bald Eagle N 25 D 1 N 5 
D 21 N 29 
Marsh Hawk P P Jl 8 P 0 11 P Au 26 P 
Sp 13 D 16 D 9 
Osprey 0 7 0 21 Sp Sp 4 
0 0 15 
Prairie Falcon Au 25 N 27 
Pigeon Hawk D 24 
Sparrow Hawk P Au 6 P P P P Au 12 P P 
- W N 5 
Greater Prairie Chicken S P Au 11 
Sharp-tailed Grouse P P 
Bobwhite P S - P P P P P P 
Jl 27 
Ring-necked Pheasant P P P P P P P P P P 
Turkey P P 
Sandhill Crane 0 8 N 2 
0 17 
Sora Jl N 18 
American Coot Sp 24 S - S S - Au 22 Sp 23 
0 7 Jl 25 D 16 
" 
8 D 2 
Semipalmated Plover P_u 15 
0 4 
Piping Plover Au 20 
Snowy Plover Au 13 
Au 19 
Killdeer S - S - S - S - S - S - P S - S - S -
0 Sp 25 Sp 15 Sp 30 Jl Au 12 N 8 N 11 () 20 
American Golden Flover Sp 3 Sp 30 
Sp 8 0 28 
Black-bellied Plover o 8 Au 13 
() 6 
American Woodcock Note 
Common Snipe 0 7 N 7 Sp 13 Sp 21 
D 16 0 21 0 15 
Long-billed Curlew S 
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Scotts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
Upland Plover S - S - Au 12 
Au 18 JI 
Spotted Sandpiper JI 8 JI 30 JI JI 15 JI 19 
Au4 Au 19 Sp 29 
Solitary Sandpiper Sp 5 JI 8 JI 15 
0 1 Sp 23 
Greater Yellowlegs Sp 3 Jl 8 Sp 9 Jl 5 
0 7 JI 15 o 7 0 6 
Lesser Yellowlegs Sp 4 Sp 22 S - Au 12 
0 7 0 7 o 12 Sp 23 
Pectoral Sandpiper JI 5 JI 19 
N 8 0 15 
Baird's Sandpiper Au 23 Au 12 
o 4 
Least Sandpiper JI 5 JI 19 
o 1 0 15 
Dowitcher sp. Jl 29 o 7 JI 8 Jl 19 
0 4 0 15 
StH t Sandpiper Au 5 
Sp 30 
Semipalmated Sandpiper Au 5 
0 6 
Sanderling Au 26 
American Avocet Sp 4 JI 8 o 7 
Sp 6 
Wilson's Phalarope Sp 4 JI 8 Jl 5 
0 7 Sp 10 Sp 8 
Northern Phalarope o 14 Sp 3 
Sp 26 
Herring Gull Sp 30 N 24 
D 2 
Ring-billed Gull JI 9 JI o 8 Sp 30 Au 6 
N 10 o 4 N 12 D 2 
Franklin's Gull Jl 25 S - o 1 Au 1 Sp 22 
0 19 0 26 o 22 N 5 o 29 
Bonaparte's Gull o 24 N 6 
N 12 
Common Tern Sp 3 Jl 23 
Sp 30 Au 23 
Least Tern Jl 19 
Jl 23 
Caspian Tern Sp 20 
Black Tern 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 
Screech Owl 
Great Horned 0>11 
Burrowing Owl 
Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared OvIl 
Saw-whet Owl 
Hhip-poor-will 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 
Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Flicker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
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Scotts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
P 
Jl 25 
Sp 4 
P 
Jl 26 
P P 
S - S - S - S - S-
D 11 0 11 Sp 15 0 13 N 
S - Jl 14 S - S-
Au 5 Jl 25 Jl 15 Jl 
S - S - Jl 19 
Jl 31 Sp 30 Au 23 
P P 
S - P P 
D 16 
S - S - Jl 
Au 12 Au 24 0 
P P 
S - S-
D 22 N 5 
S - S-
Au 26 Au 20 
S - Au 12 S - Jl 20 
Jl Au 14 Au 13 Au 7 
P D 8 Jl 
P P P P P 
S -
Sp 5 
S Jl 15 S-
sp 24 
s - Sp 19 S- S -
Sp 22 
S -
Jl 27 
Au 13 
Sp 8 
Au 12 
Au 15 
S 
Au 15 Jl 31 
Au 17 Au 9 
P 
P P 
Au Jl 
S - S-
Jl 4 Jl 
S - Jl 
o 4 
Sp 17 P 
Sp 27 
P 
P Sp 22 
P o 12 P P 
P P P P P 
S - S -
Sp 10 0 4 
N 18 
- H 
N 19 
- H 
P 
Note 
P 
S -
Au 31 
S- s- S- S- S-
Au 11 Sp 18 0 4 0 5 0 5 
P 
P 
P 
S - S - S - S-
o 15 0 8 0 24 0 15 
Sp 8 Sp 28 S - s-
sp 17 Sp 29 Sp 9 Jl 7 
P P 
P P 
P P 
S - s-
D 2 Jl 20 
p P 
p P 
Red-headed Hoodpecker S - Sp 7 S S - Jl S - S - S - S - s-
Sp 5 Sp 16 sp Au 12 0 15 Sp 21 0 15 0 19 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - D 16 0 8 
- W 0 16 
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Scotts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
Hairy Woodpecker P P D P P P P P 
Downy Woodpecker P Jl 30 P P P P P P P 
- W 
Eastern Kingbird S - Jl 25 S - S - Jl S - S - S - S - S -
0 Sp 5 Au 29 Au 24 Sp 11 Sp 8 Sp 13 Sp 16 Sp 3 
Western Kingbird S - S - S - S - Jl S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 5 Sp 5 Au 29 Au 24 Au 7 Sp 4 Sp Au 23 Au 25 
Cassin's Kingbird Au 22 
Great Crested Flycatcher - Sp 5 S - S - S -
Sp 6 Jl 22 Sp 5 Sp 10 
Eastern Phoebe Au 25 S - S - S - S -
Au 6 Jl 16 0 15 Sp 15 
Say's Phoebe S -
Sp 8 
Acadian Flycatcher Jl 29 
Sp 13 
Least Flycatcher Jl 
Empidonax sp. Au 3 Jl Sp 30 S -
Sp 21 Sp 24 
Eastern Wood Pewee ~ S - S - S - S -
Au 8 Sp 23 Sp 9 Sp 5 
Western Wood Pewee S -
Sp 13 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Sp 5 
Sp 24 
Horned Lark P P P P P P P N 5 P P 
Tree Swallow Au 5 S - Jl 31 
Jl 4 
Bank Swallow S - S - Au 5 
Au 5 Sp 16 Au 14 
Rough-winged Swallow Jl S - S - S - Au 3 
Sp 17 Sp 23 Sp 2 Au 16 
Barn Swallow S - S - S - S - Jl S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 24 Sp 27 Sp 23 Sp 23 Au 5 0 0 12 0 23 0 5 
Cliff Swallow S - Sp 17 S - S - S - Au 3 S -
Jl 8 Jl 29 Au 10 Jl 23 Sp 16 Sp 4 
Purple Martin S - S - S - S - S - S -
Au 1 Au 5 Au 28 Au 12 Sp 25 Sp 16 
Blue Jay P P Sp 26 S - P P P P P P 
Sp 29 D 13 
Black-billed Magpie P P P P P P 
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Scot ts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
Connnon Crow P P P P P P P P P 
Clark's Nutcracker o 31 Sp 29 
Black-capped Chickadee P P P P P P P P 
Mountain Chickadee D11 
- W 
Tufted Titmouse JI 16 P P 
0 16 
IVhite-breasted Nuthatch N JI P P P P P 
- W N 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Au 12 0 9 Sp 18 JI 5 o 12 Sp 2 N 29 
- W 0 10 Sp 29 - W - W - W 
Brown Creeper N Sp 29 N JI 5 Sp 27 Sp 26 JI 8 N 5 
- W - W - W D 16 - W - W - W 
House Wren S - Au 6 Sp 2 S - JI S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 2 Sp 27 Sp 30 Sp 9 Au 12 Sp 23 0 3 0 14 o 3 
Winter Wren D 
- W 
Bewick's Wren 0 3 
Carolina Hren Au 11 0 9 P P 
0 24 
Long-billed Marsh Wren Au 5 o 1 
0 1 
Short-billed Marsh Wren Au 15 
Au 19 
Rock Wren Sp 15 
Mockingbird JI 7 S - S - S - Au 13 Sp 15 S -
N 10 JI 24 Au 12 Au 1 0 31 
Catbird JI 10 Sp 1 Sp 4 JI S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 12 Sp 26 Sp 29 Au 7 0 0 4 0 0 3 
Brown Thrasher S - S - S - S - JI S - S - S - S - S -
0 Sp 23 Sp 23 Sp 2 Au 8 N 21 D 26 Sp 30 0 6 
Robin P P S - S - P S - P P S - S -
Sp 30 D 31 D 16 N 14 N 20 
Wood Thrush Sp 10 S -
Jl 23 
Hermit Thrush Note 0 6 
0 14 
Swainson's Thrush Sp 4 Sp 15 Sp 3 Sp 3 
Sp 16 Sp 27 Sp 21 
Gray-cheeked Thrush o 22 
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Scot ts Per- l~cPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
Eastern Bluebird S - Jl P S - Au 13 P P 
N Au 8 0 24 
Hountain Bluebird 0 11 0 3 
0 5 
Tm,msend's Solitaire 0 Sp 18 N 11 
- H - H 
Golden-cro,med Kinflet 0 20 N D 16 Sp 30 Sp 30 N 4 
N 23± D 11 - W D 10 
Ruby-crowned Kinp,let Sp 3 0 12 Sp 27 Sp 9 
Sp 10 D N 4 N 4 
,later Pipi t 0 7 D 16 
0 19 
Sprague's Pipit Sp 23 
BohelT'ian \,7 aX\·;ring D 13 D 2 
D 29 
Cedar HaXl>ring Au 28 D 0 12 N 13 Au 31 
- H 0 29 N 15 Sp 6 
Northern Shrike D 18 
- \1 
Loggerhead Shrike S - Au 20 S - Jl S - S - S - S - S -
Sp 25 Sp 23 N Au 12 Jl 26 Sp 30 Sp 0 25 
Starling P P Au 22 P P P P P P P 
Bell's Vireo S - Jl Jl 26 S -
Jl Sp 30 Au 8 
Yellow-throated Vireo Sp 16 Jl S -
Sp 29 Jl 23 
Solitary Vireo Sp 29 Sp 4 
N 3 
Red-eyed Vireo S - Sp 17 Jl 1 Jl S -
Au 27 Sp 9 
Philadelphia Vireo Au 5 
Sp 2 
Harbling Vireo Sp 22 Jl S - S -
Sp 24. Sp 13 Sp 24 
Black-and-white Harbler Au 23 Sp 20 Au 2(i 
Sp 24 
Tennessee Harbler Sp 26 Sp 1 
Sp 30 Sp 9 
Oranre-crOl.;rned lJarbler Sp 13 Sp 25 Sp 20 0 12 Sp 26 or 1 
Sp 29 Sp 30 Sp 27 N 1 0 9 0 8 
Nashville Harbler Sp 18 Sp 8 Sp 24 
0 3 0 8 
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Scot ts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coln ter caster Sarpy maha 
Parula Warbler Jl 12 
Sp 24 
Yellow ilarbler s - Au 2 s - Jl s - 0 12 s - s -
Sp 19 Sp 1 Au 25 Au 0 3 Sp 2 
Black-throated Sp 21 
Blue Warbler Sp 27 
Myrtle Warbler 0 7 0 3 Sp 27 Sp 22 0 15 Sp 30 0 1 
0 21 N 1 N 1 0 29 N 4 
Audubon's Warbler 0 1 Sp 30 
0 11 
Townsend's Warbler Sp 17 
N 11 
Black-throated Sp 25 Sp 24 
Green Warbler Sp 27 
Cerulean Warbler s -
Jl 12 
Chestnut-sided Warbler Sp 5 
Blackpoll Warbler Sp 20 
Prairie Warbler Sp 23 
Palm Warbler Sp 2 
Ovenbird Sp 1 Au 27 Sp 13 s -
Sp 5 Sp 27 Sp 26 Jl 12 
Kentucky Warbler s -
Jl 15 
Mourning Warbler 0 17 Sp 24 
0 8 
Yellowthroat Sp 23 Au 12 s - Jl s - s - s -
Au 29 Au 25 0 29 Sp 25 Au 30 
Yellow-breasted Chat Jl 7 Sp 1 Sp 5 s -
Sp 23 Sp 12 Jl 23 
Wilson's Warbler Sp 13 Sp 10 Au 22 Au 25 Sp 2 
Sp 24 0 3 Sp 30 Sp 13 Sp 10 
Canada Warbler Au 25 
American Redstart Au 31 Sp 2 Sp 7 s -
Sp 10 Sp 3 Sp 13 Sp 3 
House Sparrow p p p p p p p p p p 
Bobolink s - s s -
Au 11 Jl 8 
Eastern Meadowlark s - s - s - p 
D 16 N 16 0 15 
Meadowlark sp. p 
38 
Western Meadowlark 
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Sea tts Per-
Bluff kins 
p p 
11cPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
S -
Sp 30 
coIn ter cas ter Sarpy maha 
P P S -
Au 20 
P P s -
N 11 
P 
Yellow-headed Blackbird s-
o 
P S - Sp 10 Au 5 S-
Jl Sp 22 Au 23 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Bullock's Oriole 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Western Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Lazuli Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Evening Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 
p S p S -
o 26 
Jl 
S -
Au 4 
S- S- S- Jl 
Jl 26 Jl 18 Au 28 
Au 26 S - S-
Au 5 Sp 
Jl 
S - S -
Sp Au 3 
Sp 3 
o 7 
S -
N 16 
S -
o 
Jl 13 Sp 19 
Sp 19 Sp 20 
S -
D 30 
s - Sp 
Sp 24 
p 
S 
Au 26 
Sp 23 
S -
D 25 
Jl 
S - Jl 
Sp 25 
P 
Jl 12 J1 
Jl 27 
s- s- S-
Au 24 Jl 28 Sp 23 
Jl 
Au 25 
S -
Au 17 
Sp 28 
D 21 
o 9 
S -
Au 
Jl 
S - S- Jl 
Au 20 Jl 10 
S -
Au 4 
s -
Jl 5 
P S -
D 
S - S-
n 21 Au 7 
S - s -
- H N 5 
S - S-
Au 26 Au 3 
S- s- s- S- S-
Au Sp 27 Sp 13 Sp 3 Au 20 
Au 11 D 16 N 4 
- W 
Au 11 
S -
Au 
S -
Jl 5 
P 
S -
Au 12 
S -
Au 
P 
o 3 
D 28 
P S -
D 10 N 5 
S - S-
o 19 - W 
S - S-
o 29 0 30 
p p 
S -
Au 23 
Sp 5 
P P 
S- S- s-
Sp 13 Sp 25 Sp 3 
S - Jl 16 S-
Jl 20 Au 20 Au 12 
S - S - S -
Sp 13 Au 26 Sp 
S- S- S- S-
Jl 26 Au 23 Sp 23 Au 11 
o 22 
N 17 
N 8 
D 31 
o 30 N 4 
- W 
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Scotts Per- HcPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coln ter cas ter Sarpy maha 
House Finch P 
Pine Grosbeak 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 0 29 0 26 
o 28 
Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Red Crossbill 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Baird's Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
P 
P 
S -
o 8 
Au 26 Sp 20 
Sp 30 Sp 25 
Sp 6 Au 22 
- W Sp 24 
Sp 14 Sp 19 
o 10 Sp 30 
s Sp 10 
P 
N 
P 
Jl 
Sp 5 Au 23 
S -
Sp 24 
S -
Sp 8 
S S -
Au 22 
Sp 23 
Sp 24 
JI 27 
Sp 18 Sp 23 
S - S - JI 
Sp JI 15 
White-winged Junco N 10 
Slate-colored Junco 
Oregon Junco 
Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
o Sp 18 Sp 21 N 14 N 
- W - W - W - W - W 
o Sp 18 Sp 16 N 15 N 
- W - W - VI - VI 
Sp 5 N 11 
- W - 1-1 
Sp 23 N 
- H - VI 
S - Au 29 JI 15 S-
o Sp 18 Au 5 Sp 23 
Sp 3 
o 7 
Sp 4 Sp 5 Sp 25 
o 10 Sp 27 
Brewer's Sparrow Sp 3 
Field Sparrow 
Harris' Sparrow o 7 
- W 
o 7 
N 21 
S -
Sp 30 
o 16 N 
P P 
N 24 
N 25 
Jl 25 0 
D 31 - VI 
P 
o 29 
D 31 
P 
o 17 
D 2 
P 
S - Sp 21 Au 12 
Au 20 D 13 - VI 
s - S-
o 21 Au 31 
S s -
Au 6 JI 25 
o 14 $p 30 Sp 16 
.• \\ 
Sp 16 S-
014Jl17 
Sp 30 
o 14 
o 1 
o 26 
o 14 
S -
Au 5 
S - 0 19 
Au 20 
o 11 0 14 0 8 0 10 
- VI - VI - VI - VI 
o 13 0 21 
- H - VI 
D 16 D 16 0 24 0 28 0 20 
Jl 10 
Au 20 
S -
Au 20 
- W - H - VI - VI 
o 13 S-
Jl 7 
o 27 Jl 17 
o 24 
o 21 Sp 23 
-VI -VI 
S - S-
o Au 30 
S - S-
o 21 Sp 5 
o 8 
- VI 
o 17 
- \oJ 
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Sca tts Per- McPh. Lin- Cus- Hall Adams Lan- Doug- Ne-
Bluff kins coIn ter caster Sarpy maha 
White-crowned Sparrow Sp 29 Sp 18 Sp 19 D 16 0 19 0 1 o 14 
- W N 2 Sp 27 o 24 
White-throated Sparrow Sp 20 Sp 23 0 12 Sp 23 Sp 24 
0 10 Sp 30 - W 0 29 
Fax Sparrow N 11 Sp 8 D 16 0 14 0 28 
Sp 9 N 4 
Lincoln's Sparrow Sp Sp 13 0 1 
0 0 24 o 21 
Sang Sparrow 0 3 Sp 19 N Jl 5 0 24 S - S - Sp 25 
N 10 Sp 30 Au 24 D 16 - W - VI - 1-1 
Lapland Longspur 0 31 
- W 
Custer, Merna, 71 species, Mrs. Eva Mae Kieborg, reporter. 
Douglas-Sarpy, Omaha, and Bellevue 165 species. Carl H. Swanson, Loren 
and Barbara Padelford, R. G. Cortelyou, reporters, Mrs. E. O. Goodson, Ruth 
Green, Clyde Johnson, M. J. Kochel, Mrs. Leonard Nelson, Melba Wigg. About 
24 Septembe~ Gary Garabrandt, a ranger for the Fontenelle Forest Nature 
Center, heard calls in the Forest that he thought were a Saw-whet Owl calls. 
Kenneth Seger said that some time in the fall (time now forgotten) a Saw-
whet Owl flew in the Martin Luther King School building, where he was work-
ing on the construction, and was there most of the day, and let him get fairly 
close. On 6 August a Canada Goose was seen near the bathing beach of Lake 
Manawa (Iowa) State Park. It allowed a fairly close approach. A park em-
ployee said he had not seen it there before. It was not included in the report 
because its actions didn't seem to be those of a wild bird. On 13 November 
the Omaha area had a traffic-snarling snow storm, and on Saturday 18 
November the snow cover was still about the same, with trees and bushes 
badly bent over under its weight. So R. G. Cortelyou was surprised to see 
a thrush (which he took for a Swainson's Thrush) in Child's Hollow in 
Fontenelle Forest and an Eastern Phoebe at Lake Manawa. A Shrike sp. 
was seen 9 December, but was not positively identified as to species because 
the view was of the back. A Varied Thrush, seen in November, is not in-
cluded in this report (NBR 41 :20). A male" Yellow-headed Blackbird was 
present daily at a home feeder from 4 to 20 December, and Rufous-
sided Towhees were also reported at feeders in November and Decem-
ber. Melba Wigg saw a late Great Crested Flycatcher 10 October, near 99th 
and Papio Creek. The early sighting of the Brown Creeper was made by 
the Padelfords, Teta Kain, Jim Delahant, and Graham Chisholm in Mill 
Hollow in Fontenelle Forest. The Summer Tanager was seen by the Padel-
fords in Mandan Park (a mile or two north and west of the Forest) in the 
late afternoon. The plumage was dull red, the tail was dull red, and the 
wing was brownish-red. The Clark's Nutcracker was seen once by Mrs. Fern 
B. Persons at her home at 5014 Casso 
Hall, Grand Island, 77 species. Bill Schleicher, reporter. 
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Lancaster, Lincoln 170 species. Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Mrs. Shirley 
Doole, Loren and Bubs Padelford (Bellevue), reporters, Bill Anderson, Jim 
Commers, Mr. and Mrs. John Ott, Mr. and Mrs. F. Diggs. On 5 November 
the Padelfords and Evelyn Conrad were watching Buffelheads on Branched 
Oak Lake when a female White-winged Scoter flew into their view. It stayed 
on the wate'r about ten minutes and then flew away. They all noted the 
very prominent white wing patches on the secondaries and the two white 
head spots. The Snowy Plover was commented on in N BR 41 :19. The late 
date for Rufous-sided Towhee was due to feeder patrons. 
Lincoln, Hershey, 70 species. Mrs. M. A. Cox reporter. 
McPherson, Tryon, 87 species. Mrs. Oona Bassett reporter, Mrs. Bassett 
left the ranch for the winte'l" about the first of October so this report is not 
for a full half-year. She saw the Prairie Warbler close up four times during 
the day, and is sure of the identification because she has seen it a number 
of times in Florida. 
Nemaha, Auburn and Peru, 80 species. Mrs. B. F. Mowery, reporter, Ida 
May Heywood, Dr. and Mrs. E. W. Peck. 
Perkins, Grant, 81 species. Mrs. Jerry Sejkora, reporter, Don Sejkora. 
This is the first time they have seen the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch there. 
They checked several bird books to be sure of the identification. Their Tow-
hees are almost always of the western race, but they had one male of the 
eastern race 23 September, the first time they have seen one there. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff, 125 species. Mrs. Roy J. Witschy, reporter, 
Mrs. Palmer C. Allen, Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mrs. J. J. Brasher, Mrs. Wall-
ace L. Marking. The Cinnamon Teal was seen well by Mrs. Banghart and 
Lydia Bolz; the Eastern Phoebe was seen by Mrs. Brasher at her home. The 
Witschys saw two hundred Gray-crowned Rosy Finches in one afternoon's 
drive, and they were reported by several people. The White-winged Junco 
was in Mrs. Allen's yard several times. The Broad-tailed and Rufous Hum-
mingbirds were observed by Mrs. Banghart and Mrs. Brashear. Mrs. 
Brashear saw the Brewer' Sparrow. 
DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge, Washington County, Nebraska, 
and Harrison and Pottawattamie Counties, Iowa. 22 species. Loren and 
Babs Pad elford, Bellevue. Tabulated separately because it covers only two 
visits, about three months apart, and so is not an adequate presentation of 
the possibilities of the area. 
Pied-billed Grebe Au 6 N 11 Eagle sp. N 11 
Double-crested Cormorant N 11 American Coot N 11 
Canada Goose N 11 Semipalmated Plover Au 6 
\.Jhite-fronted Goose N 11 Killdeer Au 6 
Snow Goose N 11 Semipalmated Sandpiper Au 6 
Blue Goose N 11 Herring Gull Au 6 
Mallard N 11 Ring-billed Gull N 11 
Wood Duck Au 6 Bonaparte's Gull N 11 
Ruddy Duck N 11 Black Tern Au 6 
Hooded Merganser N 11 Tree Sparrow N 11 
Red-tailed Hawk N 11 Field Sparro>l Au 6 
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NOTES 
CATTLE EGRET. On 1 October 1972, while driving east from Hastings 
to Harvard on the road north of the Harvard Lagoon, my husband and I 
saw a white bird in a pasture with some cattle, fifty or sixty yards away. Be-
cause we had seen Cattle Egrets several times in the South I thought at once 
that it must be one. We drove back to get a better look and noted its yellow 
beak and the shape of its head. We decided there was no doubt that was a 
Cattle Egret. 
- Ellen R. Ritchey, Hastings 
BALD EAGLE COUNT. On 17 February 1973 the Big Bend Audu-
bon Society made a count of Bald Eagles. The area surveyed was the Platte 
River from Kearney to Lexington, including Johnson Lake, with stops at 
all bridges across the river. The westbound trip was on the south side of 
the river, and the return was on Interstate 80 on the north aside. 22 0 to 
24 0 F., wind S to SWat 15 to 20 mph, river open, some old snow. 24 
observers, in two parties in separate areas for part of the trip. 8 AM to 
5 :30 PM. These two parties saw 70 Bald Eagles, 56 mature and 14 im-
mature. A third party, of two, surveyed Harlan County Reservoir from 
Alma to the dam from 9 :45 AM to 12 :30 only, and counted 56 mature, 19 
immature, and 11 undistinguished, to give a total count for the day of 156, 
112 mature, 33 immature, and 11 undistinguished. The main party also 
counted counted 460 Canada Geese, 300 White-fronted Geese, 360 Mallards, 
450 Mergansers (presumably Common, but not specified), 4 Marsh Hawks, 
1 Red-tailed Hawk, 3 Swainson's Hawks, 10 Sparrow Hawks, 15 Bobwhites, 
5 Ring-necked Pheasants, 1 Great Horned Owl, 1 Belted Kingfisher, 1 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 Red-bellied Woodpeckers, 12 Downy Woodpeckers, 
200 Horned Larks,_ 17 Black-billed Magpies, 4 Common Crows, 2 Ring-
billed Guils, 1 Turkey Vulture, 8 Black-capped Chickadees, 1 Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, 2 Brown Creepers, 16 Robins, 1 Townsend's Solitaire, 1 Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, 2 Northern Shrikes, 40 Starlings, 11 Western Meadow-
larks, 24 Cardinals, 52 American Goldfinches, 20 Slate-colored Juncos, 11 
Oregon Juncos, 50 Tree Sparrows, and 11 Harris' Sparrows. Participants 
were Tim Adams, Dr. John C. W. Bliese and his Ornithology class of 10 
from Kearney State College, George W. Brown (compiler), Erwin and 
Jack Epstein, Tom Green, Mr. and Mrs. Pete Hansen, Jim Hurt, Stanley 
Longfellow, Joe McFadden, Art Pierce, Norma Radford, Scott Schroder. 
(This apparently is the trip written up in the 15 April 1973 Magazine of 
the Midlands of the Omaha World-Herald. -Ed.) 
PRAIRIE FALCONS. My first record this season was 20 November 1972, 
when I saw the Prairie Falcons. Then I saw one each on 21 November and 
30 November. I didn't see any in December, while last year that was the 
month I saw the most. Possibly it was because I was so busy picking corn 
that I wasn't able to look for them. Anyway, I saw the next one 1 January 
1973. Then I saw one on 10 January and on 15 January, three on 25 January, 
and one on 28 January and 31 January. I saw one each day on 10, 13, 17, and 
18 February and two on 21 February. Then I saw one more on 23 March, 
long after I thought they had all gone. This seems to be a wintering area for 
them. 
-Lee Morris, Benedict 
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SCREECH OWL. The morning of 18 October 1972, while having my 
breakfast, I saw some movement in the apple tree. Because of the heavy 
foliage I couldn't tell what if was. I took my glasses and went outside and 
was able to approach to within eight to ten feet of the scene. It was a 
Screech Owl eating something. (When the owl bent to eat I took a step 
forward). I watched for quite a while and could see the claws of a bird 
clamped on the branch. I went out later and found the remains of a 
Mourning Do\e. The Owl had eaten the breast, beyond the wishbone. 
-.7"1rs. Earle Lionbe1'ger, SU}Jerior 
SAW -WHET OWL. Rosalind Morris and Hazel Scheiber saw a Saw-whet 
Owl in a deciduous thicket in Saunders County during the last three weeks of 
December,1972. -DI'. Esther V. BellHett, Lincoln 
CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. On 30 October 1972, at about 2 PM, I saw 
a Clark's Nutcracker he'l'e on the 'Wayne State campus. The bird was either 
singularly tame 01' in a weekened condition, for I was able to capture it 
easily with a butterfly net. The bird was placed in the custody of Mr. Jewell 
Schock, a vertebrate zoology teacher, who has the necessary permits to 
collect avian species. The bird died 4 November, apparently from heat 
prostration when the thermostat in our building failed and the temperature 
of the floor on which the cage was located went well above 90° F. Mr. 
Wayne Mollhoff, who has a collector's permit, prepared a study skin of the 
bird for the Wayne State College collection of avian species. 
-Russell L. Rasmussen, Wayne 
(In view of the statement that the bird seemed tame or weak it is 
interesting .to note that the March 1973 Kansas Ornithological Society Bulle-
tin 24:8 reports that three Clark's Nutcrackers seen in Topeka 31 October 
1972 allowed the observer to come within four feet of them before they 
would fly ahead a few feet. They were observed closely for bandR or abnormal 
feather wear, for evidence that they might have been captive birds, but no 
such evidence was noted. -Ed.) 
CLARK'S NUTCRACKER. Mrs. H. B. Koop of Louisville reported a 
Clark's Nutcracker remained around her yard for about one week the first 
week in November, 1972. -Barbara Padelfol'd, Bellevue 
BOREAL CHICKADEE. A Chickadee, apparently a Boreal Chickadee 
(Panls hudsonicus), was obse-rved at least twice a week over a long period 
of time at the Chet Agar Nature Center, Lincoln starting 16 December 
1972. Almost all of the sixteen members of the Audubon Nature Club who 
were here 21 January saw it at the feeder. The head color was dark chest-
nut brown, with black above the bill. Dave Cochran took pictures of it, but 
they didn't turn out. -Dr. Esthe1' V. Bennett, L.incoln 
RED-CRESTED CARDINAL. A Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria 
cristata, according to Peterson, but P. cucnlata by another reference, and 
Parouria C01'onata by de Schauensee's A Guide to the Birds of South Ameri-
ca) was seen at a feeder on Normal Boulevard from September, 1972, 
through February, and then in March at 35th and L, and on April 30 on 
Touzalin. The Zoo says they lost one last fall, so that apparently is the one 
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that was seen, The bird is illustrated in Peterson's A Field Guide to Western 
Birds, opposite page 311 of the Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. It 
is a native of Brazil and Argentina. 
-Dr. Esther V. Bennett, Lincoln 
WESTERN TANAGER AND CHIPMUNK AT HUMMINGBIRD 
FEEDER. I have been visiting the past week (August 1972) eight miles 
north of Lyons, Colorado, on the north road to Estes Park. While we watched 
hummingbirds at the feeders we also witnessed two uninvited and most un-
likely free-loaders. 
First we saw a chipmunk (not the Golden-mantled Squirrel) investigat-
ing a feeder. Unsuccessful the first few times, it finally clung to the tree 
trunk and, grasping the feeder tube in both front paws, brought it to its 
mouth and drank freely from it as though from a baby bottle. 
Our hosts had not seen this happen be-fore but, even more surprising, 
they reported a Western Tanager was a regular feeder. The feeders 
were the ordinary single-tube type. They were filled with sugar and water, 
tinted red, not a commercial mixture. We watched the male and female 
Tanager come to the feeders but only the male fed. He would fly straight 
up to the feeder hanging out in space, probe the tube and "fall" backward, 
getting about one drop. The second fee'der was near the tree trunk and by 
leaning outwards the bird could obtain much more of the nectar, usually 
spilling quite a little each time. Our hosts told us the Tanager had numerous 
failures before finally succeeding in the un-tanager-like feeding. 
I am curious to know if othe-r have seen tanagers or other birds than 
hummingbirds feeding in this manner. 
-Kathleen Mastin, Kearney 
